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Synopsis

Africa: Volume 2 is part of a series of books which adopts a new perspective on African history and
culture, surveying the wide array of societies and states that have existed on the African continent
and introducing readers to the diversity of African experiences and cultural expressions. Toyin
Falola has brought together African studies professors from a variety of schools and settings.
Writing from their individual areas of expertise, these authors work together to break general
stereotypes about Africa, focusing instead on the substantive issues of the African past from an
African perspective. The texts are richly illustrated and include maps and timelines to make cultural
and historical movements clearer, and suggestions for further reading will help readers broaden
their own particular interests. Africa provides new perspectives that challenge the accepted ways of
studying Africa, flexibility for instructors to structure courses, and encouragement for readers who
are eager to learn about the diversity of the African experience.Volume 2, African Cultures and
Societies Before 1885 provides a broad view of precolonial experiences and expressions in Africa.
The book focuses on culture as a means of understanding both the traditions that thrived throughout
Africa and the efforts of modern Africans to reclaim their cultural past in lands that have been

divided and exploited by Western imperial powers.
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Customer Reviews

Toyin Falola is the Frances Higginbothom Nalle Centennial Professor in History at the University of
Texas, Austin. He is the 2002-2003 recipient of the Chancellor's Council Outstanding Teaching
Award.



Awesome. Using it for class textbook.

EXCELLENT!!

good book...

it is very good.fast and excellent

This book is (after reading one for the reason why) appears to be a collection of Essays on African
Cultures and Societies. The reason being that more information for African History must be
extrapolated from linguistics and other sources than almost any other subject. This book can be dry
at times but does come with review questions and a plethora of information.Bought it because it was
required for a class, and well. | wouldn’t have done that without the class.
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